
 

 

3. India-Egypt Defence Cooperation – International Relation 

1. Context 
1. Recently, the 11th India-Egypt Joint Defence Committee (JDC) meeting was held in Cairo marking a 

significant step in strengthening bilateral defence ties. 
2. The meeting operationalizes the Strategic Partnership (2023) and MoU on Defence Cooperation 

(2022). 
3. This engagement reflects deepening India-Egypt relations spanning defence, maritime security, and 

strategic cooperation. 

2. About India-Egypt Relations 
Ancient and Medieval Links 
1. Trade relations between Indus Valley and Nile civilizations via Red Sea routes demonstrating 

millennia-old connections. 
2. Cultural exchanges through Greco-Roman networks and later Islamic networks linking Indian 

subcontinent with Egypt. 
Post-Independence Phase 
1. Strong ties under Nehru-Nasser leadership based on shared anti-colonial ideology. 
2. Both were founding members of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) championing sovereignty and 

neutrality. 
3. Cooperation during the Suez Crisis (1956) where India supported Egypt's sovereignty against colonial 

intervention. 
4. Shared vision of anti-colonialism and South-South cooperation promoting developing nations' 

interests. 
Cold War to Post-Cold War 
1. Relations slowed due to shifting geopolitical priorities during Cold War alignment changes.  
2. Renewed engagement in the 1990s onwards with India's economic liberalization and Look West 

Policy. 

3. Present Status of Relations 
Political and Strategic 
1. Elevated to Strategic Partnership in 2023 recognizing deepening bilateral engagement.  
2. Regular high-level visits with Egypt invited as Chief Guest for Republic Day 2023.  
3. Cooperation in multilateral forums including UN and BRICS where Egypt joined as expanded member.  
Economic Relations 
1. Bilateral trade approximately $6-7 billion with significant growth potential. 
2. Key sectors include petroleum, fertilizers, textiles reflecting complementary economies.  
3. Indian investments in pharmaceuticals, IT, manufacturing creating employment and technology 

transfer. 
Maritime and Geostrategic Importance 
1. Egypt's control of Suez Canal is critical for India's trade with Europe and Mediterranean.  
2. Approximately 12% of global trade passes through Suez making Egypt vital for India's connectivity.  
3. Convergence in Indian Ocean and Mediterranean connectivity linking two strategic maritime 

domains. 
4. India's role as net security provider in Indian Ocean Region (IOR) complements Egypt's position.  
Defence Cooperation 
1. Institutional mechanism - Joint Defence Committee (JDC) providing structured dialogue framework.  
2. Key focus areas include joint exercises and training building interoperability.  
3. Defence production and technology collaboration for co-development. 
4. Maritime security cooperation securing shared sea lanes. 
 



 

 

Exercise Cyclone 
1. Joint special forces exercise between Indian Army (Para Special Forces) and Egyptian Special Forces.  
2. Focused on counter-terrorism operations addressing shared security challenges. 
3. Desert warfare reflecting Egypt's terrain expertise and India's Rajasthan experience.  
4. Urban warfare tactics for counter-insurgency scenarios. 
5. Special operations coordination building elite force partnerships.  

4. Key Outcomes of 11th Joint Defence Committee 
Forward-Looking Defence Roadmap (2026-27) 
1. Both countries agreed on structured defence cooperation plan providing strategic direction.  
Focus Areas 
1. Expansion of military-to-military engagements across all service branches. 
2. Intensification of joint training exercises increasing frequency and complexity.  
3. Enhancement of maritime security cooperation protecting shared maritime interests.  
4. Increasing scale and complexity of military exercises from bilateral to potentially trilateral formats.  
5. Strengthening defence production and technology collaboration for indigenous capabilities.  
Defence Industry Collaboration 
1. India highlighted its defence manufacturing growth with production exceeding $20 billion 

demonstrating industrial maturity. 
2. Exports approximately $4 billion to more than 100 countries establishing India as credible defence 

exporter. 
3. Agreement to develop Defence Industry Cooperation Plan providing institutional framework.  
Focus Areas 
1. Co-development and co-production reducing costs through shared R&D. 
2. Technology transfer enabling Egypt to build indigenous capabilities.  
3. Industrial partnerships creating joint ventures and supply chains.  
4. Reflects India's push for Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence achieving self-reliance. 
5. Export-led growth strategy positioning India as defence manufacturing hub.  
Maritime Security Cooperation 
1. First-ever Navy-to-Navy Staff Talks held marking milestone in maritime engagement. 
2. India emphasized role of Indian Navy in ensuring freedom of navigation protecting global commons.  
3. Contribution of Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) providing maritime 

domain awareness. 
4. IFC-IOR shares real-time information on maritime activities with partner nations. 
5. Maritime cooperation central to India's strategic outreach in Indian Ocean and beyond.  
6. Especially important in securing Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) through which bulk of India's 

trade passes. 
7. Countering emerging threats including piracy, smuggling, and terrorism at sea.  
8. Aligns with India's vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) promoting cooperative 

maritime security. 
Air Force Cooperation 
1. Meeting with Egyptian Air Force Commander discussing operational cooperation.  
2. Recognition of growing air-to-air cooperation building on successful engagements. 
3. Scope for joint exercises testing tactics and interoperability.  
4. Training exchanges sharing best practices and doctrinal knowledge.  

5. Related Issues and Concerns 
Economic Challenges 
1. Trade imbalance and underutilized economic potential despite complementary economies.  
2. Bilateral trade at $6-7 billion is below potential given market sizes. 
3. Limited private sector engagement with government-to-government interactions dominating. 



 

 

Regulatory Hurdles 
1. Bureaucratic and regulatory hurdles complicating business operations.  
2. Different regulatory standards requiring harmonization. 
3. Investment approval processes need streamlining. 
External Competition 
1. Competition from China and other global players in Egypt and broader Africa.  
2. China's Belt and Road Initiative provides massive infrastructure financing.  
3. Chinese defence equipment often cheaper creating price competition. 
Regional Instability 
1. Regional instability in West Asia-North Africa (WANA) affecting cooperation. 
2. Egypt is key player in WANA region facing complex security challenges.  
3. Libya instability, Gaza conflict, Red Sea tensions impact Egypt's strategic environment.  

6. Future Roadmap 
Economic and Connectivity 
1. Expand trade through CEPA/FTA possibilities reducing tariff barriers.  
2. Use Egypt as gateway to Africa leveraging its strategic position.  
3. Gateway to Europe via Mediterranean connectivity. 
4. Enhance investment flows in manufacturing and services. 
Defence and Security 
1. Enhance co-production and defence exports creating win-win industrial partnerships. 
2. Strengthen maritime security cooperation particularly Suez-IOR linkage protecting vital sea routes. 
3. Regular joint exercises across all three services. 
4. Intelligence sharing on terrorism and regional threats. 
Energy and Technology 
1. Collaboration in green hydrogen as both countries pursue energy transition.  
2. Renewable energy projects leveraging India's solar expertise and Egypt's solar potential.  
3. Digital infrastructure cooperation in 5G, digital payments, and e-governance. 
Multilateral Cooperation 
1. Joint leadership in Global South platforms representing developing world interests.  
2. Climate negotiations coordinating positions at COP and other forums. 
3. Counter-terrorism frameworks sharing intelligence and best practices. 
4. Coordination in UN, African Union, Arab League on issues of mutual interest.  

7. Significance for India 
Strategic Depth in West Asia 
1. Egypt provides India strategic depth in West Asia-North Africa region. 
2. Balances India's engagement across Gulf and Levant. 
African Gateway 
1. Egypt serves as bridge to African continent for Indian businesses and diplomacy.  
2. Leverages Egypt's leadership in African Union. 
Maritime Security 
1. Cooperation secures India's trade routes through Suez Canal.  
2. Enhances India's net security provider credentials in extended neighbourhood. 
Defence Exports 
1. Egypt represents significant market for Indian defence exports.  
2. Successful partnership demonstrates India's defence industrial capabilities.  
Global South Leadership 
1. Joint India-Egypt cooperation strengthens Global South voice in international affairs.  
2. Both are leading economies in their respective regions. 



 

 

8. Conclusion and Way Forward 
India-Egypt relations are transitioning from historical goodwill to strategic depth with defence 

cooperation as key pillar. The partnership holds significant potential to shape India's West Asia-Africa 
policy and Global South diplomacy. Complementarities exist in geography with Egypt controlling Suez 
and India dominating Indian Ocean. Economic complementarities in energy, technology, and 
manufacturing. Security complementarities in maritime domain and counter-terrorism. Need to 
operationalize defence industry cooperation plans translating agreements into concrete projects.  
Expand tri-service engagements ensuring all military branches cooperate effectively.  Enhance 
intelligence sharing and counter-terrorism cooperation addressing shared threats. Strengthen 
multilateral maritime frameworks through IFC-IOR and regional mechanisms. 11th JDC meeting 
represents important milestone but sustained implementation required for realizing full partnership 
potential. 
Source - https -//www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-egypt-advance-their-defence-cooperation-
at-cairo-meet/article70898257.ece 
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