6. Global Education report 2026

The 2026 Global Education Monitoring Report has highlighted a worsening global education crisis,

threatening the achievement of SDG 4 (Quality Education).

l.Introduction

1.

The Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report is a flagship publication of UNESCO that tracks global
progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 4, which aims to ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education for all by 2030.

The GEM Report 2026, themed “Access and Equity- Countdown to 2030,” highlights critical gaps in
access, quality, and equity in global education systems.

It underscores that despite improvements in enrolment; systemic challenges continue to hinder

meaningful learning outcomes.

2.About the GEM Report

Institutional Background

1.

2.
3.

The GEM Report is an annual global report released by UNESCO.
It was established in 2002 to monitor progress in education globally.
It serves as an accountability mechanism for tracking SDG 4 targets.

Objective and Scope

1.

2.
3.

It evaluates access, equity, quality, and financing of education systems worldwide.
It provides data-driven insights for policymakers and stakeholders.
It identifies gaps and suggests strategies for achieving universal education.

3.Key Highlights of GEM Report 2026

Scale of Educational Exclusion

1.

2.
3.

Approximately 273 million children and youth remain out of school globally.
Additional numbers in conflict zones remain underreported, indicating a deeper crisis.
This reflects persistent barriers to universal access.

Access versus Learning Crisis

1.

2.
3.

Increased enrolment has not translated into effective learning outcomes.
Many students lack foundational literacy and numeracy skills.
Poor infrastructure, inadequate teaching quality, and lack of resources contribute to this gap.

Inequality in Education

1.

2.
3.

Marginalised groups such as girls, children with disabilities, rural populations, and displaced
communities face systemic exclusion.

Socio-economic and cultural barriers limit participation and retention.

Gender and regional disparities continue to persist.

Impact of Conflicts and Instability

1.

2.
3.

Armed conflicts disrupt schooling systems and increase dropout rates.
Regions such as West Asia and parts of Africa are severely affected.
Displacement and insecurity hinder consistent access to education.

Financing Constraints

1.

2.

Insufficient and poorly targeted funding limits progress, especially in low-income countries.
Education systems lack adequate investment in infrastructure, teachers, and learning materials.



3. Financial inefficiencies further exacerbate inequalities.

Digital Divide

1. Unequal access to digital infrastructure, internet connectivity, and digital skills widens educational
disparities.

2. Students in rural and low-income regions are disproportionately affected.

3. The digital divide limits the potential of technology-driven education.

Uneven Global Progress

1.  Some countries have achieved significant reductions in out-of-school populations through targeted
interventions.

2. This demonstrates that effective policies and political commitment can yield results.

3. However, global progress remains inconsistent.

4.Analytical Insights and Implications

Shift from Quantity to Quality

1. The report highlights the need to move beyond enrolment-focused metrics.

2. Emphasis must be placed on learning outcomes and skill development.

3. Quality education is essential for human capital formation.

Equity as Central to Education Policy

1. Addressing inequality is critical to achieving SDG 4.

2. Inclusive policies must prioritise vulnerable and marginalised groups.

3. Equity ensures that no group is left behind.

Education and Development Linkages

1. Education is directly linked to economic growth, social mobility, and poverty reduction.

2. Weak education systems can hinder long-term development goals.

3. Investment in education yields high social and economic returns.

5.Way Forward- Countdown to 2030

Ensuring Equitable Access

1.  Governments must target marginalised groups such as girls, disabled children, and those in conflict
zones.

2. Policies should focus on removing socio-economic and cultural barriers.

3. Inclusive education systems must be strengthened.

Improving Learning Outcomes

1. Investment in teacher training, curriculum reform, and infrastructure is essential.

2. Focus should be on foundational skills such as literacy and numeracy.

3. Monitoring mechanisms must ensure quality standards.

Strengthening Education Financing

1. Increased public spending on education is necessary.

2. Efficient allocation of resources can address gaps in infrastructure and staffing.

3. International support may be required for low-income countries.

Bridging the Digital Divide

1. Expansion of digital infrastructure and internet connectivity is crucial.

2. Digital literacy programs must be promoted.



3. Technology should be leveraged for inclusive education delivery.
Global and Multi-Stakeholder Cooperation
1. Collaboration between governments, international organisations, and civil society is essential.
2. Shared best practices and knowledge exchange can accelerate progress.
3. Global accountability mechanisms must be strengthened.
Conclusion

The GEM Report 2026 highlights that the world is not on track to achieve SDG 4 without urgent and
targeted interventions. Addressing inequalities, improving learning quality, and enhancing financing are
critical priorities. A coordinated global effort is essential to ensure that education becomes a
transformative tool for inclusive and sustainable development by 2030.
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