1. India-Al Summit 2026- Science & Technology

What are the key takeaways from Al summit?

The India-Al Impact Summit 2026 redefined global Al governance by shifting from Western
"safety-first” protocols to an "Impact-First” developmental paradigm, positioning India as the
technological standard-setter for the Global South. Through the New Delhi Declaration and MANAV
vision, India aims to democratize Al as a Global Public Good, supported by sovereign infrastructure
investments and ethical frameworks to ensure strategic autonomy.

1. Context and Overview

Historic Pivot- The summit marked a fundamental shift from the Western “Safety-First” regulatory model

toward an Indian-led “Impact-First” developmental paradigm.

Global South Leadership- Attracting over five lakh visitors, the event signalled India’s emergence as a

technological standard-setter for the Global South.

Institutionalization- Ahead of India hosting the Global Al Summit (Feb 16-20, 2026), Switzerland

announced it will host the next edition in 2027, indicating the formal institutionalization of international Al

cooperation.

2. Key Highlights- The New Delhi Declaration

The declaration, endorsed by 89 countries and international organizations (including Bangladesh),

formalizes the “Democratic Diffusion” of Al.

Core Philosophy

Global Public Good- Mandates that foundational resources—specifically High-Performance Compute

(HPC) and vetted datasets—be treated as Global Public Goods to prevent "Technological dependency.”

sarvajan Hitaya- Explicitly embeds the Indian ethos of “Sarvajan Hitaya, Sarvajan Sukhaya” (Welfare of

All, Happiness of All), positioning Al alongside digital architectures like UPI and Aadhaar.

The Seven Chakras- Deliberations were organized around seven thematic pillars (Chakras) ensuring a

holistic approach ranging from Human Capital to Energy Efficiency.

Thematic Pillars of the Declaration

Democratizing Al Resources-

1. Access & Infrastructure- Identifies affordable connectivity and digital infrastructure as prerequisites.

2. Global Equity- Inspired by Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, aimed at making resources accessible to all
nations.

3. Key Initiative- Charter for the Democratic Diffusion of Al (voluntary framework for local innovation).

Economic Growth and Social Good-

1. Scalability- Promotes open-source applications and replication of successful use cases.

2. Key Initiative- Global Al Impact Commons (platform for sharing successful deployments).

Secure and Trusted Al-

1. Trust Foundations- Prioritizes security and robustness throughout the Al lifecycle.

2. Key Initiative- Trusted Al Commons (collaborative repository of benchmarks and tools).

Alin Science-

1. R&D- Focuses on removing structural barriers to scientific research.

2. Key Initiative- International Network of Al for Science Institutions.

Access for Social Empowerment-

. Inclusion- Leverages Al to provide opportunities to all societal sections.

2. Key Initiative- Collaborative platform for exchanging social empowerment practices.

Human Capital-

1. Skill Development- Targets Al literacy, workforce training, and public official education.

2. Key Initiatives- Playbook on Al workforce development and voluntary reskilling principles.

Resilience, Innovation, and Efficiency-



1. Sustainability- Advocates for energy-efficient systems to manage resource demand.
2. Key Initiatives- Playbook on Advancing Resilient Al Infrastructure.

3. The MANAYV Vision (Human-Centric Blueprint)

Prime Minister Modi’s vision for Al governance is encapsulated in the acronym MANAV-

M - Moral Systems- Establishing Global Ethical Guardrails to mitigate socio-cultural biases in
algorithms.

A - Accountable Governance- Implementing Verifiable Transparency through algorithmic audits.

N - National Sovereignty- Asserting Data Sovereignty; citizen-generated data must remain under
national jurisdiction.

A - Accessible & Inclusive- Prioritizing “Linguistic Justice” by supporting all 22 official Indian languages
to prevent a digital divide.

V - Valid & Legitimate- Mandating Proof of Origin and watermarking for Al content to ensure
traceability.

4. Major Investments & Technological Milestones

Financial Commitments

Deep-Tech Research- $20 billion pledged specifically for frontier deep-tech research to transition India
into a research-led powerhouse.

Infrastructure Investment- $250 billion committed to the "physicality” of Al.

1.  Amazon- 2.9 lakh crore.

2. Microsoft- 1.5 lakh crore.

3. Goal- Building IGW Al-ready Data Centres.

Indigenous Achievements

Sarvam-105B- A multi-billion parameter Mixture of Experts (MoE) model optimized for voice-first
interactions in Indic languages. It outperformed Western models on local cultural benchmarks.
BharatGen- Launched to develop multimodal Large Language Models (LLMs) in Indian languages for
public service delivery.

India Al Mission 2.0- Announced transition to onboard 38,000 sovereign GPUs into the national compute
portal to achieve “Compute Autonomy.”

Frontier Commitments- Major tech firms signed voluntary frameworks to publish anonymized usage
data to help developing nations track Al's economic impact.

5. Understanding Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Definition & Objectives

Refers to- Systems capable of Reasoning, Learning, and Self-Correction.

Objective- To drive economic growth and national security; Al leadership is viewed as a determinant of
geopolitical power.

Core Technologies- Machine Learning (ML), Natural Language Processing (NLP), Computer Vision,
Robotics, and Deep Learning.

Classification of Al

Type Description Status

Narrow Al Task-specific systems (e.g., facial recognition, Current and dominant form

(Weak Al) translation). of Al

General Al Theoretical systems with human-like cognitive Does not yet exist; raises

(Strong Al) abilities across any domain. ethical questions.

Generative Al A subset of Narrow Al that creates new content (text, Economically disruptive to
image, code) from patterns (e.g., ChatGPT). labor markets.

6. Significance of the Summit

Strategic Autonomy- India rejected the "American Al Stack” proposal, asserting the right to develop a
sovereign vertical technology stack to avoid "Strategic dependency.”



Formalization of Pax Silica- By joining the US-led coalition, India secured a role in the “Silicon Stack,”
ensuring a trusted corridor for semiconductors (from raw minerals to 2nm chip design).

Rebranding Al- Shifted the global narrative from a Western “Precautionary regulatory approach” to an
Indian “Developmental enabler” approach, positioning Al as Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI).

Triad of Growth- Showcased India’s unique combination of Talent Pool, Domestic Capital, and Strategic
Partnerships.

Public Legitimacy- Achieved a Guinness World Record for the "Most pledges received for an Al
responsibility campaign in 24 hours” (over 2.5 lakh citizens), demonstrating bottom-up support.

7. Challenges & Concerns

The “Voluntary” Paradox- Non-binding declarations risk being overshadowed by commercial secrecy
of tech superpowers.

Infrastructure Deficits- A lack of gargantuan compute power required for a fully Al-first society (orbital
data centres are still a decade away).

Societal Destabilization- Deepfakes and fabricated content threaten open societies and election
integrity.

Labor Disruption- With the IT sector contributing 8% to GDP, there is collective anxiety regarding job
displacement and the massive scale of reskilling required.

8. Regulatory Response & Way Forward

IT Amendment Rules 2026

Definition- Formally defines “Synthetically Generated Information” (SGI).

Takedown Mandate- Enforces a compressed three-hour takedown window for illegal content.
Traceability- Mandates watermarking and technical metadata traceability to preserve digital
authenticity.

Future Strategies

Content Labelling- developing “Digital Nutrition Labels” to distinguish real vs. Al media.

Child-Safe Ecosystems- Creating “Family-Guided” Al spaces with strictly curated content for education.
Energy-Infrastructure Synergy- Accelerating nuclear and green-energy-powered data centers to
meet Al power demands while adhering to Net Zero.

Institutional Continuity- Proposes a permanent International Secretariat for Al Summits to ensure
continuity in global governance.

Conclusion

The India-Al Impact Summit 2026 redefined India’s role from a passive technology recipient to an
active architect of the global digital order. By championing the MANAV vision, India aims to balance
geopolitical competition with human-centric development, establishing Al as the cornerstone of a
Sovereign, Inclusive, and Trusted future.
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