
 

1. Solid Waste Management- Environment 
India’s new Solid Waste Management Rules promise greater discipline, while navigating familiar 

fault lines 
The Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026 represent a significant legislative shift in India's 
environmental policy, succeeding the 2016 framework. These rules, notified under the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986, aim to transition India toward a circular economy by streamlining waste 
processing and enforcing strict accountability. 
Overview and Definition 
Effective Date- The rules will come into full effect from April 1, 2026. 
Scope of Solid Waste- Includes unwanted solid or semi-solid materials from households, commercial 
sectors, industries, and agriculture. 
Included- Kitchen waste, plastics, paper, metals, glass, street sweepings, garden waste, and 
construction debris. 
Excluded- Gaseous emissions and generally liquid waste. 
Current Status (CPCB 2023–24)- 

a. Generation- 1.85 lakh tonnes/day (~0.45 kg per capita). 
b. Treatment Gap- While 1.79 lakh tonnes are collected, only 1.14 lakh tonnes are treated, leaving 

nearly 40,000 tonnes/day ending up in landfills. 
The Stages of Solid Waste Management 
Generation and Minimization- Focusing on reducing waste at the source through sustainable 
consumption. 
Segregation at Source- The fundamental step of separating waste into biodegradable, recyclable, and 
hazardous streams. 
Collection and Storage- Utilizing door-to-door collection and community bins to prevent odor and 
vector breeding. 
Transportation- Using covered, mechanized vehicles to prevent spillage. 
Processing and Treatment- 

a. Wet Waste- Composting, vermicomposting, or biome thanation (biogas). 
b. Dry Waste- Sorting at Material Recovery Facilities (MRF) for recycling. 
c. Energy Recovery- Production of Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) or Waste-to-Energy (incineration) 

for high-calorific non-recyclables. 
Final Disposal- Use of Sanitary Landfills strictly for inert and residual waste that cannot be processed. 
 Key Features of SWM Rules, 2026 
The Waste Hierarchy- Prioritizes prevention and reduction as the preferred options, followed by reuse, 
recycling, recovery, and lastly, disposal. 
Mandatory Four-Stream Segregation- Waste must now be separated into- 

a. Wet Waste- Biodegradable/kitchen waste. 
b. Dry Waste- Paper, plastic, metal, and glass. 
c. Sanitary Waste- Diapers and sanitary towels (must be securely wrapped). 
d. Special Care Waste- Batteries, tube lights, and hazardous household items. 

Polluter Pays Principle- Environmental compensation will be levied for false reporting, forged 
documents, and improper management. 
Institutional Roles- 

a. CPCB- Responsible for framing guidelines. 
b. SPCBs/PCCs- Responsible for levying compensation and monitoring. 

Bulk Waste Generators (BWGs) 
The 2026 rules place heavy emphasis on BWGs, who contribute roughly 30% of India's total solid waste. 
Eligibility Criteria 
An entity is classified as a BWG if it meets any one of the following- 



 

a. Area- Floor area of 20,000 sq. meters or more. 
b. Water- Consumption of 40,000 Liters/day or more. 
c. Waste- Generation of 100 kg/day or more. 

Extended Bulk Waste Generator Responsibility (EBWGR) 
On-Site Processing- BWGs must process wet waste on-site where feasible. 
EBWGR Certificates- If on-site processing is not possible, generators must obtain an EBWGR certificate. 
Accountability- Mandatory environmentally sound collection and transportation. 
 Modernized Monitoring and Infrastructure 
Centralized Online Portal- A digital system to track the entire lifecycle of waste—from generation to 
biomining of legacy dumpsites. 
Mandatory Audits- All processing facilities must undergo annual audits with reports uploaded to the 
portal. 
Land Allocation and Buffer Zones- Facilities exceeding 5 tonnes/day must maintain a buffer zone. 
Graded development criteria will be introduced around disposal facilities. 
Legacy Waste- Mandatory mapping and time-bound biomining/bioremediation of existing dumpsites 
with quarterly reporting. 
Special Provisions and Specific Waste Streams 
Hilly and Island Areas- Local bodies can levy User Fees on tourists. Authorities can regulate visitor 
numbers based on waste capacity. Hotels must process wet waste on-site. 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF)- Produced from high-calorific non-recyclable dry waste (plastics, textiles). 
Mandatory Substitution- Cement and WtE plants must increase RDF usage from 5% to 15% over six 
years. 
Carbon Credits- Local bodies are encouraged to generate credits through improved management 
practices. 
Comparative Analysis- Evolution of Rules 

Feature SWM Rules, 2016 SWM Rules, 2026 
Segregation 3 Streams (Wet, Dry, Domestic 

Hazardous) 
4 Streams (Wet, Dry, Sanitary, Special Care) 

Monitoring Manual/Physical reporting Centralized Online Portal (Digital-only) 
Focus Initial source segregation and EPR Circular Economy, EBWGR, and Legacy 

waste 
Bulk Generators Defined by waste weight/Local body 

norms 
Specific Area, Water, and Waste thresholds 

Landfills General guidelines for disposal Strict Restrictions; higher fees for 
unsegregated waste 

Industrial 
Linkage 

Minimal mandate for RDF Mandatory RDF use (5% to 15% target) 

Government Initiatives and Global Context 
Legal Classification- India categorizes waste into six types- Municipal, Hazardous, Electronic, 
Biomedical, Plastic, and Construction & Demolition. 
Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM-U 2.0)- Targets "Garbage Free Cities" by 2026. 
Smart Cities Mission- Uses technology for route optimization and daily monitoring in 60+ cities. 
Global Support- The UNEP International Environmental Technology Centre (Japan) assists India in 
managing special wastes like e-waste and agricultural biomass. 
Source- https-//www.downtoearth.org.in/waste/indias-new-solid-waste-management-rules-
promise-greater-discipline-while-navigating-familiar-fault-lines#google_vignette 
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