3.India-Uk Education Partnership- International Relation

UK govt plans to increase education exports, India among five focus countries, The UK has launched a
new International Education Strategy targeting £40 billion in exports by 2030, with India as a top priority
due to its demand for 30 million new student places. This partnership aligns with the India—UK Vision
2035, benefiting India through capacity building and research upgrades, while boosting the UK's
economy and sustaining over 750,000 jobs.

India—UK Education Partnership
The United Kingdom has unveiled a new International Education Strategy aiming to significantly boost
its education exports. India has been designated as one of the five priority focus countries in this
strategic roadmap. Education cooperation is also a central pillar of the long-term India—UK Vision 2035.
India is a Focus Country
Scale of Demand- India is looking to rapidly expand its massive student base, which currently stands at
approximately 40 million. To meet future needs, the country requires around 30 million new student
places, creating a vast market for foreign educational providers.

Campus Expansion- Reflecting a major shift towards transnational education, 9 UK universities are set
to establish physical campuses within India, directly supporting local capacity building.

Student Mobility- India is a top source market for the UK. Estimates based on visa data suggest that
approximately 1,70,000 Indian students are currently studying in the UK.

Significance of the Partnership
This partnership offers mutual strategic benefits, addressing India’s need for capacity and quality while
fulfilling the UK's economic and export goals.
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Broader India—UK Areas of Cooperation
The education partnership sits within a wider framework of strategic collaboration spanning geopolitics,
economics, and defense.

1. Geopolitical Cooperation
UNSC Support- The UK actively supports India’s bid for permanent membership in the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC).
Multilateral Forums- Both nations collaborate closely in key international platforms such as the G20, the
Commonwealth, and various Indo-Pacific initiatives.
Strategic Alliances- Engagement continues in the context of broader security frameworks like the
AUKUS alliance discussions.

2. Economic Ties




Record Trade- Bilateral trade achieved a historic milestone, reaching USD 21.34 billion in the 2023-24
fiscal year.

Ranking- India currently stands as the UK’s 11th largest trading partner.

3. Defence and Security

DISP Framework- The Defence and International Security Partnership (DISP) 2015 serves as the
backbone for defense cooperation.

Supply Chain- Approximately 70 UK firms are integrated into the Indian defense supply chain, providing
critical components for Indian aircraft and defense systems.

4. Health and Science

Vaccine Collaboration- The partnership was highlighted by the successful Astrazeneca-Sli (Serum
Institute of India) collaboration, which was crucial in addressing global healthcare challenges during the
pandemic.

5. Climate and Sustainability

Green Growth- Joint initiatives include the India-UK Green Growth Equity Fund.

solar Alliance- Active cooperation in the One Sun One World One Grid (OSOWOG) initiative aims to
promote renewable energy and sustainable development.

6. Diaspora Connection

Living Bridge- The ~1.9 million-strong Indian diaspora in the UK acts as a "living bridge,” significantly
contributing to British society, culture, and economy.
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