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How Indian universities can benefit from federal cuts and policy changes in foreign universities 

1. Context and Overview 

• The editorial addresses the impact of recent global policy changes in higher education, 

especially in countries like the United States, Canada, and Australia, on Indian students. 

• It also reflects on India’s internal educational shortcomings, urging immediate reforms to 

reduce dependency on foreign degrees and boost national capacity. 

2. Background: India’s Overseas Student Dependency 

• Over 1.3 million Indian students studied abroad in 2023, making India one of the largest 

contributors to the global international student population. 

• Popular destinations like the U.S., Canada, and Australia are tightening student visa 

policies, increasing tuition fees, and emphasizing local talent. 

• These developments limit access to global education for many Indian aspirants and raise 

concerns about affordability and equity. 

3. Global Shifts in Higher Education Policy 

• Immigration and Visa Policy Reforms: 

• Several countries are tightening work permits and student visa durations, 

especially in post-study work programs. 

• This is meant to prioritize employment opportunities for local graduates amid 

economic and political pressures. 

• University Funding and Enrolment Strategies: 

• Budget constraints are prompting governments to reduce subsidies for international 

students. 

• Universities are encouraged to prefer domestic enrolment over international 

expansion. 

• Geopolitical and Economic Factors: 

• Rising geopolitical tensions, xenophobia, and inflation contribute to a less welcoming 

environment for foreign students. 
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4. Implications for Indian Students 

• Reduced Access and Rising Costs: 

• Stricter policies and economic barriers will limit Indian students’ ability to pursue 

foreign education, particularly among middle-class aspirants. 

• Increased Demand for Quality Education in India: 

• These trends are likely to redirect student demand toward Indian institutions, 

creating an opportunity and challenge for domestic education. 

• Brain Drain vs. Brain Circulation: 

• The lack of return pathways and reintegration support for returning students inhibits 

India’s ability to harness global knowledge capital. 

5. Challenges in India’s Higher Education Ecosystem 

• Limited Capacity: 

• India’s top universities cannot absorb the rising number of aspirants, leading to 

overcrowding and competitive pressure. 

• Low Research and Global Ranking: 

• Indian institutions continue to lag in global university rankings, research output, and 

innovation metrics. 

• Faculty Shortages and Infrastructure Gaps: 

• Public universities face acute faculty shortages, outdated curricula, and poor lab 

and tech infrastructure. 

• Regulatory Rigidity: 

• Excessive red tape and slow accreditation processes hamper academic innovation 

and global collaboration. 

6. Need for Domestic Higher Education Reform 

• Invest in Infrastructure and Research: 

• Allocate more funds for state-of-the-art campuses, digital tools, and laboratory 

development. 

• Support faculty training and research grants to boost global academic 

competitiveness. 
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• Encourage Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs): 

• Facilitate PPP models to build world-class private universities and foster industry-

academia collaboration. 

• Ensure quality assurance mechanisms for private players to avoid profit-centric 

models. 

• Reduce Overdependence on Foreign Degrees: 

• Create attractive opportunities within India through job-linked programs, 

international exposure, and research fellowships. 

7. Way Forward 

• Strengthen Local Institutions: 

• Incentivize Indian universities to develop partnerships with global institutions for 

dual degrees, research projects, and faculty exchange. 

• Encourage foreign universities to set up campuses in India under the National 

Education Policy (NEP) framework. 

• Design Long-Term Academic Mobility Framework: 

• Frame policies to support student exchanges, credit transfer, and international 

internships. 

• Build student return programs with tax incentives, fellowships, and R&D positions 

to reverse brain drain. 

• Prioritize Employability and Innovation: 

• Restructure curricula to be industry-relevant and interdisciplinary, integrating 

digital skills, entrepreneurship, and soft skills. 

• Create incubation hubs and innovation cells in universities to promote startups and 

social innovation. 

• Focus on Affordability and Inclusion: 

• Expand scholarship schemes for underprivileged students and interest-free loan 

systems. 

• Ensure education is accessible in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities, not just metropolitan 

hubs. 

8. Conclusion 
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• The changing global landscape is both a challenge and a wake-up call for Indian 

policymakers. 

• India must use this moment to transform its higher education system into one that is 

globally competitive, locally relevant, and socially inclusive. 

• Embracing structural reforms, innovation, and global engagement will help India not only 

retain its talent but also become a hub of knowledge production and academic excellence. 

 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-indian-universities-can-benefit-

from-federal-cuts-and-policy-changes-in-foreign-universities-10007097/ 
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