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1. Context: Emerging Diplomatic Tensions

o Following Operation Sindoor and the ceasefire announced on May 10, the U.S. President
claimed credit for mediating peace between India and Pakistan.

o These statements have triggered strategic unease in New Delhi, especially due to their
implications on India’s sovereignty and bilateral diplomacy principles.

2. Background of the Ceasefire

e Operation Sindoor led to intense military exchanges between India and Pakistan.

e A ceasefire was achieved through direct military-level talks between the Director
Generals of Military Operations (DGMOs) of both countries.

o The U.S. President’s repeated assertion of his role in mediating has contradicted facts and
diplomatic norms.

3. India’s Official Rebuttal

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) categorically denied any third-party
involvement.

e India clarified that the ceasefire was a result of bilateral military communication, and not
influenced or mediated by any external power.

o MEA stated that while international partners were informed, they were not involved in
any negotiation or decision-making.

4. India’s Strategic Concerns

o The language used by the U.S. President places India and Pakistan on equal footing, which
India strongly opposes, especially in light of Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

e India has always maintained that Kashmir and other bilateral issues must be resolved
without third-party mediation, a principle violated by such statements.

e The reference to “nuclear brinkmanship” and threats of using trade leverage are seen as
undermining India’s diplomatic autonomy and portraying it as an unstable actor.

5. Risks to India’s Global Narrative

P.L. RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY | 1447/C, 3rd floor, 15th Main Road,
Anna Nagar West, Chennai-40. Ph.No.044-42323192, 9445032221
Email: plrajmemorial@gmail.com Website: www.plrajiasacademy.com
Telegram link: https://t.me/plrajias2006 YouTube: P L RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY


http://www.plrajiasacademy.com/

9y PL RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY

MAKING YOU SERVE THE NATION

e The U.S. President’s comments risk eroding India’s longstanding position on:

o Non-internationalization of Kashmir.

o Pakistan’s accountability for terrorism.

e It could dilute international support for India’s stand against cross-border terrorism if left
unchallenged.

e Misrepresentation also harms India’s credibility as a responsible regional power.
6. Strategic Messaging Required

o India must strongly assert its independent decision-making and the legitimacy of its
actions under international law.

e Diplomatic forums such as the United Nations, QUAD, and G20 can be used to clarify and
reaffirm India’s principled stand.

o India should highlight bilateral mechanisms like the DGMOs' dialogue as a model for
responsible state behavior.

7. Strengthening Bilateral Engagement with the U.S.

o India should proactively engage with U.S. institutions — including the State Department,
Congress, and strategic community — to clarify the facts.

o High-level diplomatic dialogues and visits can help neutralize the misinformation and
protect long-term strategic interests.

8. Way Forward: Coordinated Diplomatic Strategy

o Reaffirm bilateralism as the core principle in India-Pakistan relations and firmly oppose
third-party mediation in all forums.

o Enhance diplomatic outreach in the U.S.:

o Utilize think tanks, diaspora networks, and academic institutions to shape
narratives.

e Mobilize Indian-American communities and media channels to counter false
perceptions.

o Emphasize India’s record as a responsible nuclear power and victim of state-sponsored
terrorism, to regain narrative control in global forums.
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