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A green signal for India to assert its health leadership
India’s Healthcare Transformation: Union Budget 2025-26
Healthcare Budget and Key Allocations
e The government has allocated 90,958 crore to transform India’s healthcare sector.
e 75,000 new medical seats will be added over five years, with 10,000 seats in FY26 alone.
India’s Journey in Healthcare
o From limited infrastructure in the 1980s, India has evolved into a global healthcare leader.

e The country is positioning itself as a preferred medical destination for international
patients.

Major Initiatives
Heal in India
e Aims to establish India as a global healthcare hub.

o Simplified visas, improved hospital infrastructure, and public-private partnerships to
attract international patients.

Heal by India
o Focuses on training more doctors, nurses, and paramedics to address global demand.
o Helps Indian healthcare professionals secure jobs worldwide.

Key Healthcare Highlights in the Budget

Day-Care Cancer Centres

o 200 district hospitals to have day-care cancer centres for early diagnosis and better
treatment.

Customs Duty Exemption
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« 36 life-saving drugs (for cancer, rare diseases, and chronic conditions) exempted from
customs duty, making them more affordable.
Patient Assistance Programmes
o 13 new programmes to improve access to essential medications for chronic disease patients.
Al and Digital Health

« Establishing National Centres of Excellence for Al-driven diagnostics, treatment, and
research.

Cutting-Edge Technologies

« India is adopting advanced medical technologies, including Proton therapy for cancer
treatment.

« Apollo Hospitals has pioneered Proton therapy, attracting patients from Australia and the
UK.

Conclusion

India’s healthcare sector is on a transformative path, with investments in medical education,
digital health, and advanced treatments. By embracing technology and expanding medical access,
the country is set to become a global leader in healthcare.

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-green-signal-for-india-to-assert-its-health-
leadership/article69184667.ece
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