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PEPFAR AND IMPACT ON THE WORLD AND INDIA: GS-III 
 

The fight against HIV/AIDS has been a long and difficult journey, marked by global 

efforts to curb the spread of the disease and provide life-saving treatments. One of the 

most significant contributions to this fight has been the President’s Emergency Plan 

for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), a United States initiative that has played a crucial role in 

HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, and education across the world. However, recent 

policy changes in the U.S. have led to a temporary freeze on foreign funding, 

including PEPFAR, raising concerns about its impact on millions of people who rely on 

it. 

 

This article explores PEPFAR’s role in global HIV/AIDS control, the implications of the 

funding freeze, its effects worldwide and in India, and the broader implications of the policy 

shift. 

 

What is PEPFAR? 

PEPFAR, launched in 2003 by former U.S. President George W. Bush, is one of the 

largest and most successful foreign aid programs dedicated to fighting a single disease. 

The initiative is a multi-billion-dollar U.S. government program that works with over 

55 countries, aiming to: 

• Provide life-saving anti-retroviral therapy (ART) to HIV/AIDS patients. 

• Promote testing and early diagnosis of HIV. 

• Improve education and awareness about HIV prevention. 

• Strengthen public health infrastructure in developing countries. 
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Since its inception, PEPFAR has: 
 

• Invested over $100 billion in HIV/AIDS relief worldwide. 

• Supported over 20.6 million people with ART. 

• Facilitated HIV testing for 83.8 million people globally. 

• Provided pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), a preventive treatment for 

HIV, to 2.5 million people. 

• Accounted for nearly 90% of PrEP initiations worldwide. 

PEPFAR has enjoyed bipartisan support in the U.S., given its tremendous impact in 

reducing HIV transmission rates and preventing millions of deaths. 

 

 

Recent Freeze on PEPFAR Funding and Emergency Waiver 

The U.S. State Department, under the new Donald Trump administration, recently 

announced a 90-day freeze on all foreign funding, including PEPFAR, as part of a 

broader review of foreign aid programs. 

 

The stated reason for the funding freeze is to evaluate: 
 

• The efficiency of aid programs. 

• The alignment of these programs with U.S. foreign policy. 

 

However, given the critical role of PEPFAR in global HIV/AIDS relief, concerns arose about its 

impact on millions of patients who depend on it for treatment. 

 

To mitigate immediate risks, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio approved an 

emergency waiver, ensuring that: 

• Patients already receiving ART continue to get their medication. 

• Ongoing treatment plans remain unaffected while the policy review is conducted. 

 

Despite this waiver, uncertainties remain regarding the long-term continuity of 

PEPFAR funding, leaving many partner countries and public health experts 

worried. 

 

Impact of the Freeze on Global HIV/AIDS Programs 

The temporary halt on PEPFAR’s funding is expected to affect numerous regions, 

particularly in Africa, where the program has been most impactful. Key consequences 

include: 

 
1. Disruption in HIV Treatment 

Many developing nations depend heavily on PEPFAR for access to anti- retroviral therapy 

(ART). 

o Without sustained funding, millions of patients may face treatment 
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interruptions, potentially leading to increased mortality. 

2. Setback in HIV Prevention Efforts 

o PEPFAR funds HIV testing, education, and prevention programs. 

o A funding freeze could reduce testing rates, leading to 
higher HIV transmission. 

3. Threat to Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) Programs 

o Nearly 90% of global PrEP users rely on PEPFAR-backed programs. 

o Any reduction in funding could weaken preventive measures, causing a 
rise in new infections. 

4. Weakened Public Health Infrastructure 

o Many countries have built their HIV response frameworks with 
PEPFAR support. 

o The funding freeze could slow down future research and weaken 

health systems. 

While the emergency waiver helps sustain ART treatment, other key services like 

testing, prevention, and outreach may still be at risk if funding remains uncertain. 

 

Impact of PEPFAR’s Freeze in India 

India, while not a major beneficiary of PEPFAR funding like African nations, still 

receives indirect support through pilot projects and technical collaborations. Here’s 

how the funding freeze could impact India: 

 
1. Minimal Effect on ART and HIV Testing 

o India’s HIV/AIDS program is mostly government-funded, with 

ART and testing services provided through the National AIDS 

Control Organisation (NACO). 

o Since PEPFAR does not directly fund ART in India, the 
freeze won’t significantly impact treatment access. 

2. Disruption in Research & Pilot Projects 

o PEPFAR supports innovative pilot programs such as: 

▪ Project Sunrise: Helps injecting drug users in Northeast India. 

▪ Project Sunshine: Works on epidemic control strategies in 

Manipur, Mizoram, and Nagaland. 

▪ Accelerate Program: Focuses on HIV prevention in six high-risk 

Indian states. 

o These projects may face delays or suspension, affecting new 

strategies for prevention and control. 
3. Temporary Disruptions in Digital Outreach Programs 

o SafeZindagi, a PEPFAR-backed virtual HIV awareness and testing 
platform, has become temporarily unavailable due to funding issues. 

o This could affect online outreach, at-home testing kits, and 

preventive PrEP distribution. 

While India’s national AIDS control efforts remain intact, research and technical 

collaborations may suffer setbacks if PEPFAR funding remains uncertain. 
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India’s Unique Position in HIV Control 

India is one of the few developing countries with a strong, government-funded 

HIV/AIDS program. Some of its unique strengths include: 

• Self-reliance in ART production: India manufactures low-cost ART 

drugs used worldwide. 

• Comprehensive National AIDS Control Program (NACP): Covers 

prevention, treatment, education, and community outreach. 

• Strong surveillance network: Allows early detection and prevention 

of HIV outbreaks. 

• Integration with universal healthcare programs, ensuring free HIV 

services for vulnerable groups. 

These strengths cushion India from major disruptions, making it less dependent on 

external aid like PEPFAR compared to many African nations. 

 

 

Implications of the PEPFAR Freeze 

The temporary pause on PEPFAR funding highlights broader concerns about: 

 

1. Uncertainty in Global Health Aid 

o The freeze signals potential shifts in U.S. foreign aid policies, 
creating instability in global HIV/AIDS funding. 

2. Need for Alternative Funding Models 

o Countries dependent on PEPFAR may need to explore alternative funding 

through partnerships with WHO, UNAIDS, and private donors. 

3. Reinforcement of Domestic HIV Programs 

o Countries must strengthen their internal HIV response mechanisms to 
reduce reliance on foreign aid. 

 

Conclusion 

PEPFAR has been a lifesaving global initiative, contributing immensely to HIV/AIDS 

control worldwide. While India remains relatively insulated from the funding freeze, 

the global impact is significant, especially for countries heavily dependent on 

PEPFAR. 

Moving forward, the world must focus on strengthening domestic HIV programs, diversifying 

funding sources, and maintaining research collaborations to ensure uninterrupted HIV care for 

all. 

MAIN PRACTICE QUESTION 

Discuss the role of PEPFAR in global HIV/AIDS control, its recent funding freeze, 

and its implications for both highly dependent countries and India. (Answer in 250 

words) 
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Answer Guidelines: 

1. Introduction (40-50 words) 

➢ Briefly introduce PEPFAR (President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief) as a 

U.S. government initiative launched in 2003. 

➢ Highlight its significance in the global fight against HIV/AIDS, with 

$100 billion invested and millions benefiting from ART (Anti-
Retroviral Therapy). 

2. PEPFAR’s Contributions (50-60 words) 

➢ Supports 20.6 million ART recipients globally. 

➢ Funds 90% of global Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) initiations. 

➢ Plays a key role in HIV testing, prevention, and education across 55 

countries, primarily in Africa. 

3. Recent Funding Freeze & Waiver (50-60 words) 

➢ 90-day freeze imposed by the U.S. State Department to review 

foreign aid efficiency. 

➢ Emergency waiver granted, allowing continuation of ART treatment but 

impacting other HIV-related services. 

➢ Concerns over global treatment disruptions and program sustainability. 

4. Global & Indian Impact (60-70 words) 

➢ Severe consequences in Africa (treatment interruptions, rising infections). 

➢ India’s limited dependence on PEPFAR (NACO funds most ART & testing). 

➢ Impact restricted to pilot projects, research, and technical support. 

5. Conclusion (30-40 words) 

➢ Funding uncertainty raises concerns about long-term HIV/AIDS 

control efforts. 

➢ Emphasize the need for alternative funding models and stronger 

domestic health programs for global disease management. 
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Mind Map 
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