RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHAMSA : HISTORY
NEWS: The Prime Minister paid tributes to Swami Ramakrishna
Paramhansa on his Jayanti.

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS?

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, has paid tributes to Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa
on his birth anniversary.

" I bow to Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa on his Jayanti. He embodied the spirit of harmony
and brotherhood. He dreamt of a society that is just and free from divisions," the Prime
Minister said.

Ramakrishna Paramhamsa:

Profession: 19th-century social reformer

Birth Year: 1836

Birth Place: West Bengal, India

Original Name: Gadadhar Chattopadhyaya

Role: Priest at Dakshineswar Kali Temple

Devotion: Dedicated to the worship of Goddess Kali

Studies: Explored Tantra, Bhakti, Vaishnavism, Advaita Vedanta, Christianity, and
Islam

Core Teaching: Believed all religions converge towards the same divine goal
Social Stance: Opposed caste distinctions, welcomed skeptics

Notable Disciple: Swami Vivekananda

Legacy: Inspired the founding of the Ramakrishna Mission by Swami Vivekananda
for spreading his teachings and social service

Death Year: 1886

Ramakrishna Paramahansa: Key Points

1.

Mystical Leadership: A 19th-century mystic and spiritual leader who promoted the
unity of all religions and emphasized direct spiritual experience, particularly through
devotion to Goddess Kali.

Teachings: Advocated that all religions lead to one divine goal and opposed caste
differentiations, welcoming skeptics and promoting inclusivity.



Swami Vivekananda's Influence

1.

Discipleship: Deeply inspired by Ramakrishna Paramahansa, Vivekananda became a
pivotal figure in disseminating his teachings globally.

Foundational Role: Established the Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 to extend the
reach of these teachings and to engage in broad-based social service activities.

Ramakrishna Mission: Overview

1.

Establishment: Founded by Swami Vivekananda in 1897 with a focus on spreading
the teachings of religious harmony, selfless service, and spiritual growth.

Activities: Engages in extensive social welfare, education, and healthcare services.
Global Presence: Has established centers worldwide, continuing to promote
spirituality, service, and religious unity.

Social Reforms and Movements

1.

Challenging Social Norms: Ramakrishna Paramahansa actively challenged caste
barriers and advocated for women’s rights, emphasizing social service.
Paramahansa Mandali: Organized inclusive gatherings that broke down caste
divisions.

Ramakrishna Movement: Fostered the spread of Vedanta, emphasizing spiritual
unity, charitable work, and service to humanity.

Educational and Healthcare Initiatives: The mission focuses on social services,
including disaster relief efforts, hospitals, and educational institutions.

Philosophical Contributions

1.

Unity of Religions: Promoted the idea that all religions lead to the same divine truth,
famously stating, “As many faiths, so many paths.”

2. Divinity of Humanity: Viewed every person as a manifestation of God, advocating

for respect, love, and equality.



Selfless Service: Considered service to humanity as the highest form of devotion,
equating it with serving God.

Personal Spiritual Experience: Encouraged a personal, experiential approach to
spirituality through practices like devotion (bhakti), meditation (dhyana), and direct
communion with God.

Multiple Spiritual Paths: Believed in the legitimacy of various paths to spiritual
enlightenment, advocating for each individual to find their personal path.
Transcendence of Ego: Emphasized the importance of renouncing the ego to achieve
self-realization.

Mystical Vision: Promoted intense spiritual practice as a means to experience
mystical visions and direct communion with the divine.

Simplicity in Life: Led a life marked by simplicity and austerity, focusing on
spiritual truths over material possessions.

Contribution to the Early Freedom Movement

1.

Spiritual Inspiration: His teachings inspired national pride and spiritual awakening,
crucial for resisting British colonialism.

Promoting Unity: His emphasis on religious unity helped to foster national
solidarity, important for the collective independence struggle.

Influence on National Figures: Profoundly influenced Swami Vivekananda, who
infused spirituality with nationalism, inspiring leaders and freedom fighters.
Empowering Marginalized Groups: Advocated for social justice, challenging
societal norms and supporting the upliftment of marginalized communities.
Philosophy of Self-Reliance: His teachings on self-reliance and inner strength
motivated efforts towards India’s self-sufficiency and independence.

Relationship Between Paramahansa and Swami Vivekananda

1.

Guru-Disciple Bond: A deep spiritual mentorship that significantly shaped
Vivekananda’s philosophy and mission.

Philosophical Impact: Ramakrishna’s views on religious tolerance and spiritual
inclusivity greatly influenced Vivekananda’s global outreach.

International Advocacy: Vivekananda represented Ramakrishna’s teachings on a
global stage, particularly at the 1893 Chicago Parliament of Religions.

Social and Spiritual Reforms: Vivekananda expanded on Ramakrishna’s focus on
spiritual awakening to include active social reform, advocating for significant societal
changes.

Legacy and National Development: Emphasized the strength derived from spiritual
and national identity, advocating for a spiritually enlightened and independent India.

Conclusion Ramakrishna Paramahansa’s teachings on religious unity, devotion, and

selfless service have significantly influenced India's spiritual and national landscape. Through
Swami Vivekananda, these teachings were propagated globally, blending spirituality with a
nationalistic fervor that contributed to India’s independence movement. The Ramakrishna



Mission, born from these teachings, continues to promote service, education, and interfaith
harmony, making lasting contributions to both Indian and global societies.
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