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GANGES RIVER DOLPHIN: ENVIRONMENT 

NEWS: Why the first-ever satellite tagging of a Ganges dolphin is significant 

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS?  

The Ganges River Dolphin (Platanista gangetica) has been satellite-tagged for the first time by the 

Wildlife Institute of India to study its migratory patterns and habitat use. This initiative supports 

conservation efforts for this endangered species, which is an indicator of river ecosystem health. 

Ganges River Dolphin Conservation 

• Scientific Name: Platanista gangetica. 

• Habitat: Found in the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers, and their tributaries in India, 

Bangladesh, and Nepal. 

• Characteristics: Blind, uses echolocation to navigate and hunt. 

• Significance: Indicator of river ecosystem health, controls fish and crustacean populations. 

• Conservation Status: Endangered (IUCN), Schedule I of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. 

• Threats: Pollution, habitat degradation, bycatch, and poaching. 

• Conservation Measures: 

• Project Dolphin: Focus on aquatic habitat conservation. 

• Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS): In Bihar. 
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• National Ganga River Dolphin Day: Celebrated on October 5th. 

 

Source: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/ganges-river-dolphin-project-dolphin-

conservation-9734143/ 
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