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POLITICAL CRISIS IN SYRIA: HISTORY, PRESENT 

CHALLENGES, AND FUTURE CONCERNS: INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS: PAPER II 
 

Syria, a nation with a rich history and cultural heritage, has been at the epicenter of one of the 21st 

century’s most complex and devastating conflicts. The recent overthrow of President Bashar al-

Assad has marked a new chapter in the country’s tumultuous history. While this development has 

brought an end to a regime marred by authoritarianism and civil war, it also raises significant 

questions about Syria's political future and the broader implications for West Asia. This article 

explores the history of the Syrian crisis, the Assad regime, the reasons for the current political 

turmoil, and the future concerns stemming from this geopolitical upheaval. 

 

A Brief History of the Syrian Crisis 
 

Syria’s modern political history has been shaped by its strategic location and colonial legacy. After 

gaining independence from French colonial rule in 1946, Syria experienced a series of coups and 

unstable governments. In 1970, Hafez al-Assad, a member of the minority Alawite sect, seized 

power through a military coup. His rule established a strong, centralized state that combined socialist 

policies with authoritarian governance. 

 

Upon Hafez’s death in 2000, his son Bashar al-Assad succeeded him, raising hopes for political 

reform and modernization. However, these aspirations were short-lived as Assad entrenched the 

autocratic structures of his father’s regime. The government’s repressive policies, coupled with 

widespread corruption and inequality, sowed the seeds of discontent. 
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In 2011, as the Arab Spring swept across the Middle East, peaceful protests erupted in Syria, 

demanding political reform and greater freedoms. Assad’s regime responded with brutal 

repression, triggering a civil war that would engulf the country for over a decade. This conflict 

fragmented Syria into a patchwork of territories controlled by various groups, including 

government forces, rebels, Kurdish militias, and extremist organizations like the Islamic State. 

 

The Bashar al-Assad Regime 
 

Bashar al-Assad’s regime was characterized by a combination of autocracy, sectarianism, and 

reliance on foreign alliances. As an Alawite leader in a Sunni-majority country, Assad consolidated 

power by favoring his sect and suppressing dissent from other communities. This led to widespread 

resentment among Syria’s Sunni population, who felt marginalized. 

 

Under Assad’s rule, the government maintained strict control over political opposition and civil 

society. The regime’s reliance on military power and secret police stifled dissent but also created 

an environment of fear and mistrust. Economically, Assad pursued neoliberal reforms that widened 

inequalities, alienating rural and working-class communities. 

 

During the civil war, Assad’s survival depended heavily on external support. His principal backers 

were Russia and Iran, with the latter also mobilizing allied militias like Hezbollah to fight on his 

behalf. These alliances enabled Assad to retain control over key territories but came at the cost of 

deepening Syria’s dependence on foreign powers. 

 

The Current Political Crisis: Overthrow of Assad 

 
The overthrow of Bashar al-Assad has added another layer of complexity to Syria’s already 

volatile political landscape. His departure was precipitated by a coordinated offensive by rebel 

groups, including the breakaway al-Qaeda affiliate Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) and the 

Turkish- backed Syrian National Army. The inability of Assad’s backers, particularly Russia and 

Hezbollah, to sustain their support due to their own distractions played a crucial role in his 

downfall. 

 

While celebrations erupted in Damascus at the end of Assad’s 24-year rule, the nature of the new 

power dynamics raises serious concerns. The HTS, despite positioning itself as a moderate force, 

remains committed to establishing a Sunni Islamic state under its leader, Abu Mohammed al-

Julani. This represents a significant power shift, as the Alawite minority, which had dominated 

Syria for decades, is now being replaced by a Sunni-led government. However, HTS’s grim 

reputation for human rights abuses in areas under its control raises questions about its ability to 

govern effectively and inclusively. 
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Reasons for the Political Crisis 
 

The political crisis in Syria is the culmination of multiple factors: 
 

1. Sectarian Divisions: 

➢ Assad’s rule marginalized the Sunni majority while concentrating power and 

resources within the Alawite minority. This sectarian imbalance fueled 

resentment and unrest. 

2. Economic Collapse: 

➢ Years of war, coupled with sanctions and drought, have devastated Syria’s 

economy. Over 90% of the population lives below the poverty line, creating 

fertile ground for discontent. 

3. Foreign Interventions: 

➢ Syria became a battleground for regional and global powers, with countries like 

Russia, Iran, Turkey, and the United States pursuing their interests at the expense 

of Syrian sovereignty. 

4. Failed Governance: 

➢ Assad’s authoritarian governance, coupled with widespread corruption, eroded trust 

in state institutions and created a power vacuum that various rebel groups exploited. 

Future Concerns 
 

The post-Assad era in Syria is fraught with uncertainties and challenges that could shape the region’s 

political and security landscape for years to come. 

 

1. Governance Challenges: 

The HTS’s ability to establish a functioning government that respects the rights of all 

communities remains doubtful. Its Sunni Islamist agenda and history of violence raise concerns 

about further marginalization of minorities and suppression of dissent. 

 

1. Regional Power Plays: 

 

• Israel has occupied a demilitarized buffer zone near the Golan Heights, citing security 

concerns. Given Israel’s history of territorial expansion, this could lead to future conflicts 

with Syria’s new regime. 

• Iran and its allies, such as Hezbollah, may attempt to regain influence in Syria, 

potentially escalating tensions with Sunni factions and Israel. 

• Turkey is likely to play a significant role, especially in resettling Syrian refugees and 

addressing Kurdish separatist movements, which could lead to clashes with other 

factions. 

 

2. Extremism and Security Risks: 
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The defeat of the Islamic State does not guarantee the end of extremism in Syria. Fragmented rebel 

groups and unstable governance could create a breeding ground for new extremist movements. 

 

3. Humanitarian Crisis: 

 

Rebuilding Syria will require substantial international aid. However, ongoing conflicts and political 

instability could hinder reconstruction efforts, leaving millions of Syrians in dire conditions. 

 

4. Superpower Involvement: 

 

The United States and Russia will continue to influence Syria’s future, but their priorities may clash. 

The Biden administration’s airstrikes on Islamic State camps indicate a willingness to 

engage militarily, while Russia’s withdrawal from Syria reflects a shift in its strategic focus. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The overthrow of Bashar al-Assad marks the end of an era in Syria but also opens a Pandora’s 

box of challenges. While the removal of a repressive regime offers hope for a more inclusive 

future, the country’s deep divisions, economic collapse, and geopolitical entanglements make 

stability a distant prospect. 

 

For the 25 million Syrians who have endured years of war and hardship, the road ahead will be 

long and uncertain. International cooperation and a commitment to respecting Syria’s sovereignty 

and diversity will be essential for rebuilding the nation. Until then, Syria will remain a flashpoint in 

West Asia’s complex geopolitical landscape, with its fate intertwined with the ambitions of 

regional and global powers. 

 

Main Practice Questions 
 

Question: 
 

"Analyze the implications of Bashar al-Assad's overthrow on the political, social, and 

geopolitical stability of Syria and West Asia, highlighting challenges and opportunities for 

regional and global actors." 

Answer Guidelines: 

 

Introduction (30-40 words): 
 

• Briefly introduce the overthrow of Bashar al-Assad as a pivotal moment in Syria’s 

modern history and explain its significance in reshaping the political and geopolitical 

dynamics of West Asia. 
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Body: 
 

1. Political Implications (60-70 words): 

➢ Discuss the power shift to Sunni-majority factions like HTS and the associated 

risks of sectarianism. 

➢ Highlight concerns about governance under HTS, including human rights abuses 

and the marginalization of minorities. 

2. Social Implications (40-50 words): 

➢ Examine the humanitarian crisis, with over 90% of Syrians living in poverty. 

➢ Address the potential for continued social unrest due to economic collapse 

and displacement. 

3. Geopolitical Implications (80-90 words): 

➢ Analyze the roles of key players like Israel, Iran, Turkey, Russia, and the US. 

➢ Address issues such as territorial disputes (e.g., Israel’s buffer zone 

occupation) and power vacuums inviting extremist resurgence. 

 

Conclusion (30-40 words): 
 

• Summarize the challenges and opportunities for achieving stability in Syria. 

• Emphasize the need for inclusive governance, international cooperation, and 

addressing humanitarian concerns as crucial for Syria's recovery and regional 

peace. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.plrajiasacademy.com/


 

P.L. RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY | 1447/C, 3rd floor, 15th Main Road,  

Anna Nagar West, Chennai-40. Ph.No.044-42323192, 9445032221  

Email: plrajmemorial@gmail.com Website: www.plrajiasacademy.com  

Telegram link: https://t.me/plrajias2006 YouTube: P L RAJ IAS & IPS ACADEMY 
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