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HOMO JULUENSIS - GEOGRAPHY

NEWS: Researchers from the University of Hawai‘i have identified a new species of ancient

humans, which they have named Homo juluensis, meaning "big head," based partly on a very large
skull found in China.

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS?
About Homo Juluensis

Evolution of Homo Juluensis

The fossils lived approximately 300,000 years ago in eastern Asia. This species hunted wild
horses in small groups, and made stone tools and possibly processed animal hides for survival
before disappearing around 50,000 years ago.

Specifications:

Known as “big-head people”.

Includes mysterious groups like the Denisovans (Denisova hominins are an extinct species or
subspecies of archaic humans that ranged across Asia during the Lower and Middle Paleolithic. Their
histories are still being uncovered).

The fossils show facial and jaw features similar to Neanderthals and braincases 30% larger
than modern humans.

Coexisting Human Species:
Four human species coexisted: Homo floresiensis, Homo luzonensis, Homo longi, and Homo
juluensis.

Fossil Evidence and Characteristics:
The fossils forming the basis of this new classification were recovered from sites in Xujiayao and
Xuchang in northern and central China.

Excavations at Xujiayao in the 1970s yielded over 10,000 stone tools and 21 fossil fragments,
representing at least 10 individuals.

Four additional ancient skulls discovered at Xuchang exhibit similar features.
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The findings indicate a likely continuity of hybridization among Middle Pleistocene hominins, which
shaped human evolution in eastern Asia.

The discovery underscores the intricate relationships within ancient hominin groups and their
evolutionary significance.

Who were Neanderthals?
Neanderthals were primitive people who went extinct around 40,000 years ago.

They appear to have originated in Europe and then spread to Southwest, Central, and Northern
Asia.

For a long time, Neanderthals were supposed to be the typical caveman, rude and mentally
unevolved.

Scientific research in the early 1900s depicted Neanderthals as gorilla-like creatures, an extinct
offshoot of humanity that couldn't compete with thin, bright people.

Source: https://www.msn.com/en-my/news/other/scientists-discover-new-big-headed-human-
species-in-china-sparking-huge-debate-on-hominid-evolution/ar-
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