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CASTE CENSUS: POLITY/ GOVERNANCE

NEWS: Is the caste Census a useful exercise?

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS?

The caste Census aims to provide data for proportional representation but faces challenges like caste
misclassification, mobility, and impracticality in reservations. Critics argue it is regressive and
disproportionately excludes smaller, marginalized groups.

Caste Census Debate

What is a Caste Census?

e A caste Census aims to collect detailed data on caste populations to enable proportional
representation in jobs, land, and wealth.

o It has been advocated by opposition leaders, NGOs, and even the RSS.

Historical Background
« Initiated in 1871-72, covering regions like North-Western Provinces, Bengal, and Madras.
e The 1931 Census identified 4,147 castes, highlighting regional variations in caste identity.

e The SECC 2011 recorded over 46.7 lakh caste categories, with 8.2 crore acknowledged
errors.

e Recent efforts like Bihar’s 2022 caste Census stirred debates over inclusion criteria.
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Challenges in Accurate Caste Data Collection

1. Upward Caste Mobility: Communities claim higher caste positions for perceived social
prestige.

2. Downward Caste Mobility: Groups claim lower caste status to avail reservation benefits.

3. Caste Misclassification: Confusion arises due to similar-sounding surnames or lack of
comfort discussing caste.

Proportional Representation and Its Issues

« Proportional representation aims to reserve positions based on a caste's population
percentage.

e Flaws:
o Small castes may wait centuries for a reserved vacancy.
o Excludes the least populous and marginalized groups disproportionately.

o Impractical and regressive in addressing true social inequalities.

Conclusion

« While proponents highlight equity, challenges in accurate caste data and the flawed
proportional representation model make a caste Census contentious and difficult to
implement effectively.

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/nationall/is-the-caste-census-a-useful-
exercise/article68946495.ece
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