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INDIAN PEAFOWL: ENVIRONMENT 

NEWS: Study reveals exponential rise in peafowl population in Tamil Nadu 

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS?  

Recent research by SACON reveals a significant increase in Tamil Nadu's peafowl population, causing crop 

damage and raising conservation concerns. The peafowl, now widespread across India, is protected under 

Schedule-I of the Wildlife Protection Act. 

Indian Peafowl: 

• National Bird of India: The Indian Peafowl (Peafowl) is India's national bird, symbolizing beauty 

and grace. 

• Population Growth: The species has seen a rapid increase in population, expanding into previously 

uninhabited regions. 

• Recent Range Expansion: Over the past 20 years, the peafowl has moved into areas like the high 

Himalayas and the Western Ghats rainforests. 

• State Expansion: Peafowls are now present in all districts of Kerala, a state where they were once 

rare. 

• Habitat Adaptation: While traditionally found in scrub forests and dry areas, peafowls have adapted 

to urban and semi-urban environments. 

• Crop Damage: Increased peafowl populations have led to significant crop damage, with sorghum, 

vegetables, paddy, and flowers being particularly vulnerable. 

• Causes of Mortality: Common causes of death include pesticide poisoning, electrocution, and 

vehicular accidents. 

• Legal Protection: The species is listed under Schedule-I of the Wildlife Protection (Amendment) 

Act, 2022, granting it the highest level of protection. 

• Diet and Ecological Impact: Peafowls consume seeds and snakes, and their population surge may 

disrupt local ecosystems. 

• Predator Decline: The decline of natural predators such as jackals and jungle cats has contributed to 

the peafowl population growth. 

• Cultural and Religious Significance: In Hindu mythology, the peafowl is the vehicle of Lord 

Muruga, giving it cultural and religious importance. 

• Recent Data Trends: According to the Nature Conservation Foundation, peafowl sightings in Tamil 

Nadu have increased six-fold in 20 years, and sightings across India have doubled in the same 

period. 

Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON): 

• Establishment: SACON was established in 1990 in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. 

• Namesake: It is named after Dr. Salim Ali, the "Birdman of India." 

• Focus Areas: SACON specializes in ornithology, biodiversity conservation, and human-wildlife 

conflict mitigation. 

• Affiliation: It operates under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government 

of India. 

• Key Activities: SACON conducts research on bird ecology, wetland conservation, and monitoring 

avian diversity and habitats. 

• Publications and Policy: It publishes scientific papers, research reports, and policy 

recommendations on avian and ecological conservation. 
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