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INDIA'S SECURITY CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIC 

IMPERATIVES – PAPER - II 

 

India’s security landscape is fraught with challenges, both internal and external, that demand 

constant vigilance and strategic foresight. The nation is striving to maintain a balance between 

regional stability and its aspirations of becoming a global power.  

Security Challenges for India 

India's security threats are multi-dimensional and arise from several quarters, including its immediate 

neighbors and more distant global actors. Some of the prominent challenges include: 

Border Tensions with China and Pakistan 

India’s northern borders are a constant source of concern. The longstanding conflict with Pakistan 

over Kashmir, combined with the frequent skirmishes along the Line of Control (LoC), constitutes a 

significant military and diplomatic challenge. Pakistan’s tacit support for terrorism, particularly in 

Jammu and Kashmir, further exacerbates tensions. 

On the eastern front, India is locked in a strategic standoff with China. Since 2020, military 

confrontations in Ladakh have intensified, leading to a redeployment of forces. Despite diplomatic 

engagements like the Working Mechanism on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC), no resolution 

has been achieved. China’s fortification of military positions and the establishment of “border 

defense” villages near Arunachal Pradesh are a cause for concern. 

Economic and Cyber Threats from China 
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China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Maritime Silk Road projects pose economic and strategic 

challenges to India. They have been perceived as a form of "strategic encirclement," drawing India's 

neighbors into China's sphere of influence. Additionally, cyberattacks originating from Chinese 

entities have targeted India's critical infrastructure, posing new-age security threats. 

Terrorism and Internal Security 

India faces threats from both domestic and cross-border terrorism. The rise of extremist groups in 

regions like Jammu and Kashmir, the Northeast, and Maoist-affected areas in central India has 

hampered internal security. Radicalization and insurgency continue to test the government’s 

counterterrorism strategies. 

Problems in India's Security Measures 

Despite India's robust security apparatus, several issues hinder its effectiveness: 

Lack of a Coherent Strategy 

India's national security strategy is often criticized for being reactive rather than proactive. The 

absence of a written and well-documented strategy hinders the development of contingency plans 

and resource allocation. While India claims a rich “strategic culture,” there have been gaps in 

deterring adversaries like China and Pakistan. 

Dependence on Defense Imports 

India remains one of the largest importers of defense equipment. Its reliance on countries like Russia, 

Israel, and Ukraine for critical military supplies has raised concerns about the country's "strategic 

autonomy." In the wake of conflicts in Ukraine and other supply chain disruptions, India's 

dependence on foreign suppliers has been viewed as a constraint on its military capabilities. 

Slow Implementation of Indigenous Programs 

While the government’s "Atmanirbharta" (self-reliance) initiative is commendable, delays in 

indigenizing defense production are significant. The development of indigenous military platforms, 

such as aircraft, warships, and weapons systems, has been slow, affecting India's military 

preparedness. 

Neighbourhood Policy and Challenges 

India’s neighborhood policy is central to its security and foreign relations strategy. However, 

managing relations with neighboring countries has become increasingly complex. 

Deteriorating Relations with Neighbors 

India's relationships with its immediate neighbors — Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and 

the Maldives — have seen significant strain over recent years. For instance, China’s growing 

influence in Sri Lanka and the Maldives has challenged India’s traditional dominance in the Indian 
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Ocean Region. Additionally, Bangladesh’s political landscape, particularly the recent fall of the 

India-friendly Sheikh Hasina regime, has caused concern in New Delhi. 

China's Growing Influence in South Asia 

China has used economic diplomacy to gain a foothold in South Asia. Its investments in 

infrastructure projects, particularly under the Belt and Road Initiative, have drawn countries like 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal closer to Beijing, reducing India’s influence. The economic ties 

between China and these countries often extend to military and strategic cooperation, adding to 

India's security challenges. 

India’s Strategy for Strategic Autonomy 

Strategic autonomy refers to India's ability to make sovereign decisions regarding national security 

without being constrained by external influences. India has adopted multiple approaches to maintain 

this autonomy: 

Diversifying Defense Partnerships 

India has been proactive in establishing defense partnerships with like-minded countries, particularly 

with the U.S., France, Israel, and Japan. The formation of strategic alliances like the Quad (India, 

Japan, the U.S., and Australia) aims to counterbalance China’s growing influence in the Indo-Pacific. 

Focus on Indigenous Defense Manufacturing 

India's push for self-reliance in defense, particularly under the “Atmanirbhar Bharat” initiative, has 

been a significant step. The government has incentivized domestic defense production and 

encouraged private sector participation to reduce dependence on imports. 

Strengthening Nuclear Deterrence 

In light of China's growing nuclear arsenal and Pakistan's nuclear strategy, India continues to 

emphasize its nuclear doctrine of credible minimum deterrence. However, experts argue that India 

needs to modernize its nuclear forces to maintain a credible deterrent against both adversaries. 

Measures Taken by the Government 

The Indian government has undertaken several measures to address security challenges: 

1. Military Modernization: The modernization of India's armed forces, including the 

induction of new fighter jets, naval warships, and missile systems, has been a priority. 

2. Cybersecurity Initiatives: In response to cyber threats, the government has created 

institutions like the National Cyber Security Coordinator (NCSC) and is working to 

strengthen its cyber defenses. 
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3. Diplomatic Engagements: India continues to engage in diplomatic efforts, including the 

WMCC with China and regular dialogues with Pakistan through backchannels. Additionally, 

India has strengthened ties with ASEAN countries and the U.S. to secure its position in the 

Indo-Pacific. 

Suggestions for Improvement 

1. Develop a Comprehensive National Security Strategy: India must draft a 

comprehensive, written national security strategy that outlines its goals, contingency plans, 

and resource allocations. This will enable the government to adopt a proactive approach to 

national security. 

2. Strengthen Border Infrastructure: Given the challenges along the northern borders 

with China and Pakistan, India should invest in improving border infrastructure, including 

roads, communication networks, and defense installations. 

3. Increase Investment in Indigenous Defense Technology: To reduce dependence 

on foreign suppliers, India needs to expedite its defense modernization programs and focus 

on the development of advanced military technologies such as AI, robotics, and space-based 

systems. 

4. Enhance Diplomatic Outreach to Neighbors: India must work to restore trust and 

improve relationships with its neighbors through greater diplomatic engagement and 

economic cooperation, countering China’s influence. 

Conclusion 

India’s security challenges are complex and multifaceted, requiring a well-thought-out strategy and 

coordinated efforts across political, economic, and military domains. The government has taken 

several measures to address these challenges, but more needs to be done, particularly in terms of 

strategic planning, self-reliance in defense, and diplomatic engagements with neighbors. 

India’s path to becoming a major global power depends not just on economic growth but also on its 

ability to safeguard national interests through effective statecraft and a proactive security strategy. 

By addressing these challenges and building strong alliances, India can ensure its long-term stability 

and security. 

 

MAIN PRACTICE QUESTIONS 
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1. What are the key border security challenges that India faces with its neighbors, 

particularly China and Pakistan? 

2. How do economic and cyber threats from China impact India's national security, and 

what steps has India taken to counter them? 

 

ANSWER GUIDELINES 

1. What are India's key border security challenges with its neighbors, particularly China and 

Pakistan? 

Introduction (30-40 words): 

• Briefly introduce India’s geographical location and mention its border disputes with China 

and Pakistan. 

• Emphasize the complexity of these challenges, involving both military and diplomatic 

concerns. 

Border Security with Pakistan (80-100 words): 

• Discuss the conflict over Kashmir and the Line of Control (LoC) skirmishes. 

• Highlight Pakistan’s support for terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, affecting India's internal 

security. 

• Mention specific challenges related to cross-border terrorism, infiltration, and ceasefire 

violations. 

Border Security with China (100-120 words): 

• Explain the ongoing strategic standoff with China, especially post-2020 Ladakh clashes. 

• Describe the military fortification by China, including border defense villages near Arunachal 

Pradesh. 

• Reference the lack of resolution despite diplomatic efforts such as the Working Mechanism 

on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC). 

• Address China’s military buildup in the region and the redeployment of Indian forces. 

Conclusion (30-40 words): 
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• Summarize the dual challenge of managing Pakistan’s asymmetric warfare and China’s 

conventional military threat. 

• Emphasize the need for a balanced approach combining diplomacy and military readiness. 

 

2.How do economic and cyber threats from China impact India's national security, and what 

steps has India taken to counter them? 

Introduction (30-40 words): 

• Introduce China's economic and cyber strategies as growing concerns for India’s national 

security. 

• Mention how these threats add a new dimension to traditional military challenges. 

Economic Threats (80-100 words): 

• Discuss China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Maritime Silk Road and their impact on 

India’s regional influence. 

• Explain how these projects have strategically encircled India, especially in neighboring 

countries like Pakistan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. 

• Highlight China’s investments in South Asia and the military-strategic ties developing 

alongside economic relations. 

Cyber Threats (80-100 words): 

• Explain the nature of cyberattacks originating from China, targeting India's critical 

infrastructure (e.g., energy grids, financial systems). 

• Address India's vulnerability in the face of sophisticated cyber threats and their implications 

for national security. 

• Provide examples of previous cyber incidents involving Chinese hackers. 

Countermeasures by India (80-100 words): 

• Discuss India’s steps to counter economic threats, such as diversifying defense partnerships 

and strengthening ties with Quad members (U.S., Japan, Australia). 
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• Mention India's cybersecurity initiatives, like the establishment of the National Cyber 

Security Coordinator (NCSC), and ongoing efforts to improve cyber defenses. 

• Highlight India’s focus on self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) in defense manufacturing to 

reduce dependence on foreign suppliers and enhance strategic autonomy. 

Conclusion (30-40 words): 

• Summarize how India is addressing these modern security challenges through economic 

diversification, cybersecurity measures, and self-reliance. 

• Stress the importance of continued efforts to ensure long-term national security against both 

economic and cyber threats. 

 

 

 

http://www.plrajiasacademy.com/

