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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS – PAPER - II 

NEWS -  THE QUAD FOREIGN MINISTER’S MEETING – TOKYO 

       

"India's Strategic Balancing Act: Quad, Ukraine War, and Strategic Autonomy" 

The Quad Grouping 

The Quad, formally known as the Quad or Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, is a strategic forum 

consisting of the United States, Japan, India, and Australia. Its origins trace back to 2007, when these 

four democracies first convened to discuss regional cooperation.  

Initially formed in response to the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, the Quad was envisioned as a 

network to enhance regional security and stability. However, it faced challenges and lost momentum 

due to economic pressures and opposition from China. 

The Quad was revitalized in 2017 in response to rising concerns about China's assertive policies and 

its influence in the Indo-Pacific region. The group aims to foster a free and open Indo-Pacific, 

countering coercion and dominance by any single country.  

It focuses on non-traditional security issues such as maritime domain awareness, humanitarian aid, 

and infrastructure development, rather than a formal military alliance. 
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India's Relationship with the Quad 

India's role within the Quad has evolved, particularly since the 2017 revival. Although it is often 

viewed as the "weak link" due to its cautious stance on military cooperation, India has deepened its 

engagement with the Quad in recent years.  

The 2020 Galwan valley clash with China accelerated India's participation, leading to more active 

collaboration with Quad members. India has participated in joint exercises and strategic dialogues, 

while also seeking to balance its relationships with other major powers. 

India’s approach is characterized by a preference for non-traditional security issues and maintaining 

strategic autonomy. It engages with the Quad while avoiding a formal military alliance and focusing 

on issues like climate change, maritime security, and regional infrastructure. 

India's Approach Towards the Ukraine War 

India's stance on the Ukraine war has been nuanced, reflecting its broader foreign policy priorities: 

• Neutral Position: India has maintained a neutral position on the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

It has not explicitly condemned Russia's actions, reflecting its strategic and historical ties 

with Russia. 

• Humanitarian Concern: India has expressed concern over the humanitarian impact of 

the war, including civilian casualties and disruptions to global food and energy security. 

• Quad Statement: In contrast to its national statements, India, as part of the Quad, has 

supported a joint statement condemning the war's humanitarian consequences and calling for 

respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. This indicates a coordinated stance within the 

Quad, despite India's more reserved national position. 

• Strategic Interests: India's approach is influenced by its strategic need to balance relations 

with major global players. It aims to maintain strong ties with both Russia and Western 

countries while navigating the geopolitical implications of the conflict. 

India and the Quad’s Approach Towards the Russian War in Relation to Modi's 

Recent Visit to Russia 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Russia in July 2024 highlighted India's complex diplomatic 

balancing act. During this visit, Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin discussed various issues, 

including the importance of finding solutions through dialogue rather than conflict. Modi also voiced 

concerns over specific humanitarian issues, such as attacks on civilian areas in Ukraine. 

The Quad’s joint statement following this visit underscored its collective concern over the war’s 

impact and called for a peaceful resolution respecting international law and sovereignty. This 
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statement contrasts with India's more measured national stance, reflecting a collective position of 

Quad members while acknowledging India's unique diplomatic considerations. 

India’s Strong Belief in Bilateral Negotiation and Strategic Autonomy 

India’s foreign policy is strongly guided by strategic autonomy and a preference for bilateral 

negotiations: 

1. Bilateral Negotiations: India emphasizes resolving disputes through direct dialogue, as 

seen in its approach to the border issues with China. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 

has reiterated that India seeks to resolve its issues with China directly, without external 

mediation. 

2. Strategic Autonomy: India’s strategic autonomy stems from its historical non-alignment 

policy, which evolved into a multi-alignment strategy in recent decades. This approach 

allows India to engage with multiple global powers without committing to formal alliances 

that could limit its freedom of action. 

3. Multi-Alignment Strategy: India’s engagement with various international actors, 

including the Quad, reflects its strategy to maximize benefits while minimizing risks. This 

approach supports its goal of maintaining a multipolar world and preserving its ability to act 

independently in the international arena. 

In summary, India’s relationship with the Quad is shaped by a commitment to non-traditional 

security issues and strategic flexibility. Its approach to the Ukraine conflict and interactions with 

global powers reflect a careful balancing act, aligning with Quad principles while safeguarding its 

national interests and strategic autonomy. 

 

MAIN PRACTICE QUESTIONS 

1.Discuss the strategic significance of the Quad grouping in the Indo-Pacific region. How does 

India's participation in the Quad align with its broader foreign policy goals, particularly in 

relation to its stance on China and its approach to non-traditional security issues? 

2.Analyze India’s approach to the Ukraine war in the context of its strategic relationship with 

the Quad members and its historical ties with Russia. How does India’s stance on the conflict 

reflect its broader foreign policy objectives and its commitment to strategic autonomy? 
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ANSWERS 

Question 1: 

Discuss the strategic significance of the Quad grouping in the Indo-Pacific region. How does 

India's participation in the Quad align with its broader foreign policy goals, particularly in 

relation to its stance on China and its approach to non-traditional security issues? 

Introduction : The Quad, consisting of the United States, Japan, India, and Australia, plays a 

crucial role in shaping the strategic landscape of the Indo-Pacific region. The group was initially 

formed in 2007 and revived in 2017 to address the rising influence of China and promote a free and 

open Indo-Pacific.  

Core : The Quad's strategic significance lies in its ability to foster regional stability, enhance 

maritime security, and counter coercive actions by any single nation. Rather than forming a formal 

military alliance, it focuses on non-traditional security issues, such as maritime domain awareness, 

climate change, and humanitarian aid. 

India’s participation in the Quad reflects its broader foreign policy goals of balancing regional power 

dynamics and maintaining strategic autonomy. Its engagement with the Quad aligns with its need to 

counter China's increasing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific without entering into a formal military 

alliance.  

India’s approach emphasizes non-traditional security issues, which allows it to contribute to regional 

stability while avoiding direct confrontation with China.  

The Quad’s focus on cooperative initiatives, such as infrastructure development and climate 

resilience, complements India’s strategic interests in maintaining a multipolar world order and 

strengthening its influence in the region. 

India’s participation also supports its goal of preserving diplomatic flexibility and avoiding 

entanglement in formal alliances.  

Conclusion: By prioritizing bilateral engagements and focusing on collective regional challenges, 

India leverages its role in the Quad to enhance its strategic positioning while balancing its 

relationships with other global powers. 

 

Question 2: 

Analyze India’s approach to the Ukraine war in the context of its strategic relationship with 

the Quad members and its historical ties with Russia. How does India’s stance on the conflict 

reflect its broader foreign policy objectives and its commitment to strategic autonomy? 

Introduction: India’s approach to the Ukraine war reflects its foreign policy of realpolitik, 

balancing its historical ties with Russia against its strategic commitments as a member of the Quad.  
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Core: India has maintained a neutral stance on the conflict, refraining from explicitly condemning 

Russia's invasion while expressing concern over the humanitarian impact and disruptions to global 

food and energy security.  

This position is indicative of India’s broader foreign policy objective of preserving strategic 

autonomy and navigating complex geopolitical dynamics. 

Historically, India has maintained strong relations with Russia, which have been pivotal in its 

defense and strategic calculations. India’s reluctance to overtly criticize Russia underscores its desire 

to protect these longstanding ties, which are crucial for its defense procurement and geopolitical 

strategy.  

At the same time, India’s participation in the Quad has necessitated a more coordinated stance with 

its partners, including the expression of deep concern over the conflict’s humanitarian consequences 

and support for a peaceful resolution in line with international law. 

India’s dual approach reflects its broader foreign policy objectives of balancing relationships with 

major global powers while adhering to strategic autonomy. By maintaining a neutral position on the 

Ukraine war and aligning with Quad members on broader principles of international law and peace, 

India demonstrates its commitment to a multipolar world order and its strategic flexibility.  

Conclusion: This approach allows India to manage its historical ties with Russia while engaging 

constructively with its Quad partners on global issues, highlighting its skillful navigation of complex 

international relations. 
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